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be smashed, though of course in some circumstances it might seem to be my duty to support Mr. G. I said that on the whole I agreed. The ministry would be short and not glorious. I should certainly not take office out of the Cabinet. If I were in and he out, it might very possibly indeed be my political destruction. If there was to be a Hartington policy towards Ireland, I would not join anyhow, but, on the other hand, if Mr. G. was for going forward in the sense of my two speeches at Newcastle and Chelmsford, then I did not see how I could honourably refuse, whatever the cost either to private comfort or future prospects. To all this he did not demur, neither did he assent. He did not think he should join, if Granville goes to F.O., for Bismarck hates him, and would begin again to make trouble for us, as before. C. would make his [English] land question a sine qua non. Would not join if Gladstone has any Home Rule scheme, but no objection to leave it an open question to be settled in the Cabinet afterwards. Would not consent to Coercion anyhow. I said the same as to that. He was perfectly straightforward and satisfactory in tone, disclaimed any affection or duty to Mr. G. Piqued at not being consulted, I thought. Nor was such discontent unreasonable, though on the other hand it was not unreasonable that Mr. Gladstone should hesitate to take into intimate counsel a colleague who had already started on his own account a meteoric campaign for ransom and other radical extremities.
In the violent and protracted heats that followed, unconsidered things were said by myself among others as to all this. It was always easy to catch at an inconsistency in propositions; but at the coreey will keep until we meet.
